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One way to throw into contrast the characteristics of the
Russian university is to observe how a British university
impresses a Soviet professor. Happily this has
been recorded. In January 1945 Professor A. A.
Kosmodemyanski visited Great Britain as a delegate to the
world trade-union conference. During his stay he saw
something of the universities of Oxford, Cambridge, and
London. On his return he wrote an article on the organisa-
tion of higher education in Great Britain, The following
is a precis of his views.1
* The first thing that strikes one is the.complete absence of
any unity or system in the educational institutions of Great
Britain.' Very large contributions are made by private
people to school and university education, and many posts
in public education are eagerly sought after although they
are unpaid. The standard of the entrance examinations to
the British universities is somewhat higher than that at
Soviet universities. . . . One is struck by the extreme
specialisation. The number of subjects studied is small in
comparison with the Soviet higher schools. . . . There are
very few examinations at British universities: only five or
six during the whole university course. The standard of a
pass degree is lower than the qualifying standard at a Soviet
university, but the standard of an honours degree approxi-
mately equals the Soviet standard for entrance to a post-
graduate course. . . .
Students of well-to-do parents choose their own tutors at
the university, but * the Dean, or master of the classes,
assigns tutors to middle-class students without consulting
them'. * If the students* pafents are rich enough, the
student can come to an understanding with his tutor, and
the tutor does not bother the student during the whole of
his three years.' . . . Only 40 per cent, of those who study
at Cambridge pass their examinations for the B.A. . . .
Women's university education is limited to such subjects as
biology, chemistry, and geography. ... * If a student
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